Boy, aged 7 years. First seen two weeks ago, complaining of swelling of the left knee and occasional "giving way" for four months.
No history of trauma or infection. Tonsils had been removed in December because of persistent sore throats. This had had no effect on the condition of the knee.
On examination. practice in which a schoolboy had had to give up football on account of pain in the patella. Rest in bed gave only temporary relief. The external lower quadrant of the patella was mottled and extra-articular excision of this mottled quadrant was carried out. All pain had since -disappeared and football had been resumed.
The President said he thought this was a case of low-grade infective arthritis with a vascular patella. Perhaps Mr. Brock would report the case again in six months' time. POSTSCRIPT (8.9.50 ).-This boy was treated in a walking plaster followed by, a backsplints fo two monhths, after which time -the X-ray.changes in the patella became less apparent and effusion of the knee disappeared. After six weeks' physical treatment he had no symptoms, and the patella was virtually normal. It seems likely that the diagnosis of osteochondritis was in error and that the opinion of the President was cofrect.-B. H. B.
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